The criteria for reporting vary greatly among jurisdictions. In some, for example, only hysical or sexual abuse to be
ot nal abuse or neglect are

reported must be reported, while elsewhere any ﬂﬁo_f sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotio egl
included SI33134) -

Mandated reporters are usually required to give their name when they make a report. This allows investigators to contact
them for further details if needed, and protects the mandated reporter from accusations that they did not report as
required by law.[€I33134]

Typically, reporters are encouraged to report their suspicions and nol to investigate or wait for absolute proof, which can
lead to further harm directed at the suspected victim, and allow for perpetrators to prepare their defence through
intimidation. The investigation of the abuse is then left to professionals. Some jurisdictions allow clear protections for
reports made in good faith, protecting the disclosure of the reporter's name.[SI33I34]

Innocence should be presumed unless and until evidence establishing guilt is obtained and it must be remembered that
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Professions and reporting

Mandated reporting requirements generally apply to professions that have frequent contact with children, although in
some jurisdictions all citizens are required to report suspicions of some forms of abuse. Other jurisdictions have mandated

requirements only of doctors or medical professionals. Mandated professions may include, but are not limited to the
following:23!

only suspicions are being reported. P!

« Child care providers

= Caregivers

« Clergy, although clergy-penitent privileged communication is exempt in some areas
« Counselors and other mental health professionals

= Medical examiners and coroners

= Health care providers

« Police and other law enforcement officers Céa/ ’D _{_S _F
« School teachers, coaches, guidance counselors, principats and ather school personnel A‘ slareéen e
» Social workers me. SGA (gc)[ez:/ 2{’/6
« Abortion clinic staff (in some states)
Jurisdictions may note that, while these groups are legally required (mandated) to report, most jurisdictions allow for
voluntary reports by any concerned people.

Clergy-penitent privilege and other exemptions

Couflicts between a mandated reporter's duties and some privileged communication statutes are common but, in general,
attorney-client privileges and clergy-penitent privileges are exempt from mandatory reporting in many jurisdictions. In
some states in the US, psychiatrist and psychologists are also exempt from mandatory reporting.

"Clergy-penitent privilege” is privileged communication that protects communication between a member of the clergy and
a communicant, who shares information in confidence. When applied, neither the minister nor the "penitent” can be
forced to testify in court, by deposition, or other legal proceedings, about the contents of the communication 0 Most US
states provide the privilege, typically in rules of evidence or civil procedure, and the confidentiality privilege has also been

extended to non-catholic dlergy and non-Sacramental counseling. 11!
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Criticism

Originally created to respond to physical abuse, reporting systems in various countries have expanded the reportable
incidents, when it was recognised that sexual and emotional abuse, gg_g!%_and w also have
profound impacts on children's wellbeing. 1 Critics of investigations into reports of child abuse state that

A child may be wrongfully removed.

Long, repeated inlemrogations and physical examinations can leave emotional scars.

Even if not removed, there may be ongoing fear, distrust and insecurity.

Lung-lerm foster care can leave lasting psychological scars and do irreparable damage to the parent/child bond.

« An accusation of wrongdoing may disrupt a family even if allegations are dismissed.42! Often threats and an
assumption of guilt over innocence lead to feelings of powerlessness, inadequacy, depression, denial of due process
and liberties, reputations tamished and privacy invaded, and legal consequences if assumed guilty.[4]

= There may be economic harm due to the need to obtain legal representation to defend one’s self and comply with the
requirements demanded of them.

Critics state that mandatory reporting may also

« overioad the child welfare system and increase the tax burden. 4]

« increase the number of unfounded reportstl or reports that (due to vague an d broad lawe) do ot meri
governmental interference. 4]

jeopardize the ability of people, including abused people, to seek medical treatrnent or maintain a therapeutic
relationship, for fear of being reported.

disproportionately affect African-American families 1473

discourage fellow citizens from taking positive neighborhood action with families in trouble, as they may consider that
their responsibilities have been met when they call in an anonymous hotiine.f46]

They also state that mandatory reporting jaws have had unintended consequences for the accused. Individuals, including
juveniles, who have never been convicted of anything may be placed on CPS Central Registries/databases (different from
Sex Abuse Registries) for decades, limiting educational and employment opportunities due to background checks. There is
a 1.2—12.3% recidivism rate (repeat substantiations within 6 months of initial substantiations).1®]

Some feel that unsubstantiated rates are enormous and go beyond anything reasonably needed; P49} and that emotions
about child abuse and sensational media coverage has led to an overreaction by some professionals and citizens, who
report many cases that do not amount to child abuse. [3913914%] Media and commentators often take the number of
referrals to be synonymous with the number of cases of actual child maltreatment, which makes the problem appear larger
than it actually is.1®) Conversely, Dr. Jill McLeigh from Colorado University has stated that, in the United States, there is
“eross underreporting” of child abuse and neglect, but she does not believe mandatory reporting laws are the appropriate
way to address it.5® Ben Mathews of Queensland University of Technology said he had studied 10 years of data from
Australia and other countries, and concluded that there were more benefits than not where reporting was comptﬂsory.[m]
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Other Specified Paraphilic Disorder 705

Other Specified Paraphilic Disorder
302.89 (F65.89)

This category applies to presentations in which symptoms characteristic of a paraphilic disor-
der that cause clinically significant distress or impairment in social, occupational, or other im-
portant areas of functioning predominate but do not meet the full criteria for any of the disorders
in the paraphilic disorders diagnostic class. The other specified paraphilic disorder category is
used in situations in which the dlinician chooses to communicate the specific reason that the
presentation does not meet the criteria for any specific paraphilic disorder. This is done by re-
cording “other specified paraphilic disorder” followed by the specific reason (e.9., “zoophilia™).

Examples of presentations that can be specified using the “other specified” designation
include, but are not limited to, recurrent and intense sexual arousal involving fefephone
scatologia (obscene phone calls), necrophilia (corpses), zoophilia (animals), coprophifia
(feces), kismaphilia (enemas), or urophilia {urine) that has been present for at least 6 months
and causes marked distress or impairment in social, occupational, or other important ar-
eas of functioning. Other specified paraphilic disorder can be specified as in remission
and/or as occurring in a controlied environment.

Unspecified Paraphilic Disorder
302.9 (F65.9)

This category applies to presentations in which symptoms characteristic of a paraphilic
disorder that cause clinically significant distress or impairment in social, occupational, or
other important areas of functioning predominate but do not meet the full criteria for any of
the disorders in the paraphilic disorders diagnostic class. The unspecified paraphilic dis-
order category is usad i ~#intieme in il fin slinisian abossss mots ~---=ify the reason
that the criteria are not 0 /o \Dcs presentations
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The Washington Post

Police investigated Larry Nassar
‘or abuse 13 years ago. Here’s how
he got away.

By Jjanuais -

The 17 1d girl told police that, after their first appointment in 2004, the sports physician asked her for a hug, which she
found unusual, and when she returned a few months later he said, *] bet people atphysiealﬂlerapydon‘tdothis," as he began
to massage her.

Then, without warning, the physician slid his bare hand into her underwear andpressedhardinsensiﬁvemthegiﬂmld
po]iee,beforemassagingherbreasts. She wanted him arrested.

Whenthephysician—larrmer, ofOlympicgmnasﬁtSfame-cametothepolinestaﬁonafewdayslater,headmittedhe
touched the girl between her legs but explained it as a legitimate medical technique. He brought a PowerPoint presentation,
and after the officers reviewed it, one of them called the gir's mother to tell her there would be no arrest.

Alocalpolieefomeinsuhurbanl.ansing,hﬁch., releasedfortheﬁrstﬁmeWednadayazoMreportthatdetaﬂs a missed
@pmmmpum,mmmmmnsmummdmmﬁwm'smmm
more than myeambeforehewasﬁnaﬂymmdaﬁeranutherwomanwmttopoﬁoeandanewspapm'wiﬂaasimilaramount.

The 50-page report, which contains a black-and-white copy of Nassar's PowerPoint presentation, offers a glimpse into how
Nassarescapeddetectionforsolong: Palice officers who failed to asktherightquesﬁonsorseekoutexpertseneommreﬂan
andacionSperpeuamrwhomaskedhisabnseaamedidne.lhereportwnsreleasedthesamedaytheuichiganmm
General's Office updated the number of girls and women who have filed complaints with law enforcement asserting abuse by
Nassar—-theﬁgureis265,upﬁ'om 156 just last week, and is expected to rise.

"We missed it. We're not going to hide it. We were deceived,” Frank Walsh, Meridian Township manager, said in a news
release. On Thursday, Meridian Township plans to apologize formally during a news conference to Brianne Randall-Gay, the

woman who, asa 17-year—oldinnmby Hasleit, Mich., wnghtumtmEEtﬁomNassarforpm'n associated with scoliosis.

Randall-Gay declined to comment Wednesday.



remember fearing that no one would believe me,” she said in her victim's impactstatement&urh)gNassar's sentencing
aring, which ended last week with a judge senhendngthe54-year-oldto4oto175yearshpﬁson. *This fear became a
llity-"

1 Randall-Gay's first appointment with Nassar at the Michigan State sports medicine dinic, in the summer of 2004, he didn't
uch her improperly, she later told police. Her mother was there, and so was a medical stodent. Nassar performed strength

1d flexibility tests, mmmmmmdedaﬁwﬁshsmmm&mmpmmanlymmﬁomdoddabmtha&n
ppointment, Randall-Gay said, was the request for a hug at the end from the thm-39-year-oldphysician~

. few months later, in September 2004, Randall-Gay returned to Nassarforafo]low-upvisit.'l‘lﬁstime,her mother wasn't
here, and Nassar treated her alone. He told her she had some tightness in her back, gaveheragownandshons with Velcro

traps to change into, and then asked her tolay on her stomach.

\assar massaged her back, Randall-Gay later told police, before he told her, *This might give you a wedgie,” as he undid the
Velero straps to her shorts and pulled her underwear to the side.

Foraboutzominutw,shesaid,Nassarpressedhardinher“crowharea," explaining, ashetnuchedher,thatthiswouldrelieve
tensioninherback.Nassarthenspentaboutmmmmmumnmasagingmdsqueezingherbmsts,shesaid,whﬂeuplaining
thisalsovmuldreﬁevetensioninherback.Whenheﬁnished, Nassar took some notes on 8 clipboard, and then told her he

would turn around while she put her clothes back on.
The next day, Rmdaﬂ-GaywaB(edintOthepoﬁcesmﬁoninMeﬂdianTownship,wiﬂ!hermothﬁ, and filed a complaint.

"Randall stamdthatshewas'mmd' and ‘uncomfortable’ while Nassar was touching her. . ... She thought it was ‘weird and it
‘freaked her out,’ " an officer wrote. She didn't know if it was possiblethatthistypeoftoudﬁngwas normal in this type of

doctor visit."

Police sent Randall-Gay to ahospitnl,whereshemetwiiharegistered nurseinchargeofasexualamnltpmgramwho
performedanexnmination.Theres‘ﬂts ofﬂlatexaminaﬁonareunclearﬁ'omthereport, and there is Do documentation stating

whether the nurse offered any commentary to police about the Jegitimacy of the techniques Randall-Gay described.

Two weeks later, NassaragrwdmmmmrﬁmwimWﬁwmdexpMedthmmusthmbeenamismdmﬂin& Hehad
thmughﬂaepdvicmgionand,whenpressured,mn

beenmassagingihesacmtnbemw]igament,hetnldpoliee,whidlmns
relieve pain in the lower back and upper legs. Nassar gave them a PowerPoint presentation he had prepared, complete with

pictures ofhilnperformingthetreatmmt on other patients.
Nassar offered no explanation for massaging the girl's breasts, and the report contains no information suggesting officers aske
for specific answers on that point. Shortly after this interview, one of the officers caﬂednandall-Gay'smothertoteﬂhetNassa

would not be charged with a crime because he had been providing legitimate treatment



andall-Gay's mother expreesedeoneemthatNmrhadn‘twamedher daughterwherehewassoingmwud)her or woIn
loves andalsowasbotheredhehaddonethiSWhhoutanymedsemthermm,ﬁlerepoﬁmmofﬁmethemoﬂ:erhe
rould pass those concerns along 10 Nassar.

The doctor was usingamedimﬂyaowpwdwchniquefortheaneﬁaﬁonofpain.uo crime was comumitted,” the report's

onclusion states.

uassagingofthesacmtnbemﬂsﬁgamentisammmonlymtﬂdpmcﬁeeforpahmﬁefinosteopﬂhicmedicme,chimpmcﬁc
reatment and massage therapy, experts said, but should never be performed on a minor without first explaining the treatment
mmmmmammmmomwﬁmymmmmpmngmhmmmam
wearingglovesormassagingovetdothingbmuseﬂleﬁgamentisinasensiﬁvema,nearmeanusandgenital&

“Bemseifsapusmalaea,youshonldnseahtofmuﬁon," said']ﬁl!.nchau.anadvancedmlfer—apracﬁﬁonerof
altemaﬁvemedicinebasedondeepﬁssuemassage—whohaSperformedthepmeedmeformorethan30years.

Luchan reviewed Nassar's PowerPoint presentation for The Washington Post and stopped on photographs Nassar included, in
whichheistonchinghismﬁentsbetweentheirlegswithbarehands.

*That is not at all common,” Luchau said. *Jt is reprehensible, what he did.”

It does not appear, from the report, that Meridian Township police contacted any medical experts.

Adecadelater-—inmuﬂamtmcﬁgansmtegmdMMdeadmﬂatwmphMabomNamrmM&mpoﬁw
and the schml'sﬁﬂelXoﬁiw.Agah,Nasmramumdthemmmmismdustmdlegithnmwn and both investigations
cleared him. In August 2016, anotherwomanﬁledaoomplaintwiﬂlhﬁchigan State police and told her story to the
Indianapolis Star, prompting dozens of women across the wnntrytorealizetheyalsohadbeen assaulted by Nassar and the
police investigation that ultimately brought about his conviction.

In her statement during Nassar's sentencing hearing, Randall-Gay recalledﬂmtherassanltomedduﬁngapuﬁaﬂaﬂy
suwﬁﬂﬁme—herﬁaﬂaerwasdyingofmneer—andleﬁhersnﬁeﬁngﬁ-om anxiety. Over the years, she said, she never
doubtedthatshehadbeenavicﬁm ofsexualabuse,butshehadhopdﬂmt, by filing a police report, she had scared Nassar

enough that he would never do it again.

"For 17 years, I wondered if I was the only one,” she told Nassar in eourtintheseconddayofhis sentencing hearing, her
statement the 26th of 156 that would eventuslly be read, "or if there wexe others.”

Read more coverage:



